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BerepuHapdia Memiiitna

OrmocHD: THEEPTALMOLEH TPYI 10 MPHCLHCINNG HA 0OPAT0BATLIHA 0 HAYYHA CTENEH LJAOKTOP™ 110 HAY9Ha
cnelnaanoeT | Berepi HupHa MEEPOGHOONHA™, npodecHntaido nanpasicane; H.4 Detepunapta
MEednuiHA

ABTOP HA AHCEPTEUMOHANS TPy PajiocTing [Husmurposa Credianosa

Tema na aumcepraumonnus Tpya: OEHOTHIHK 11 LLHOTHUIIHM [TFOYVUBALIMA BBPXY
PESUCTEHTHOCTTA KbM  AHTUMMHKPOBHHMTE CPEACTBA TMPH UWAMOBE E. ool
H3DITHPAHK OT KOKOLWERM M BOJOMNTIARALL NTTHLIA

Hayuen puronomirea: npod. an Barentuna Cramarona ¥ pyMosy

OcHoBaHNC 8 NPEICTABAHC WA CTAHOBMILCTD! Y4aCTUe B CBOTARE HA BAYYHO EYPH N0 3A00TTE 4
ANCENTAUHOHMIE TPYA ChiNacHo 3anosel No 408424, 10,2025 wa Perropa wa Tpy.

1. Hudopsauus 3a anceprania

Pagoernua Jdusmurposs Credadosa. ce ¢ ofyuaeans no  JAOKTOpCRa nporpama JDBerepnnapui
MURpOGHOINIIS™ KBM KaTenpa JBerepHHAPHA MIKPOTHONOTHS, HHICKUHO3NA 1 MapaIuTHu BOJeCTH™ Hi
BerepiuHaprome/iiekn daryirer. va Tpakuickn vHvsepenteTr, 334HCNeHE ¢ i AOKTOPRATYPA, peliina
hopva ta oByueHne cwe snosen Ne 960/02.04.2019 1, ¢ue HuyucH pbRoBeanTen: npof. A3 BaneHthea
Cramarona ¥Ypysiosa, Clied W3NbAHEHNS HA RCHUKIT TUEHWPAHN ACHHOCTY N0 O0YMCHHETO, YEMEelWHo
AEIBERANL WITATI M HPCACTABEH MPOSKT U GHCEPTEHHOHCH TPYT € OTYNCACHD C IIPAsD HL JALNTa Cue
wnoeed Ne 882/31.03.2022 v ua Pekvopa Ha TpakuAcky vHIBEPEHECT.

Ofinia XApAKTEPHCTHERL HA NPCICTABCHIN ANCEPTANMONEN TPV

AKIYATHOCT mi npobacMa: AHTuaikpofisata pesciedTaoct (AMP) npeacrusassa e/ino o7 Haii-
COPHOIHNTE  NPEOHIBUKATACTRY  TIPEd  CBAPUMCHHATA  MedditiHe,  sCTCPHHAPHEIE  (PEKTHEI 0
OCIORACHOCTTE 14 xpaiTe, Hupacrailiaia cnoeolnoct Ha MAEPOUPIEHHIMITE 18 PAIBNELT YCTORMNBOCT
KLM [PHIAFEHITE AHTUMAKPODHY CPeacThd facTpaasa CiCKTHBHOCTTA HA TePAnHaTa npH xopa n
WHBOTHIL KATO BOIN A0 Y8&nityera 3aboIesaeMocT. CMBPTHOCT W HKOHOMEUECKN 1aryGu, B KOHTERCTA HA
HHTRHHBHOTO KHEOTHORLACT RO, BETHOMITTEINO (ITHISHHACTROTO, YECTATE i YCCTO HEPAIHOHATIE yroTpeda
EHa AHTHMHUKPOGHI NMPENApaty KATO CPencTia w3 NPOMMALKT KR, PACTERH CTHMYTATONH WK JICIeHlE Ha
Dakrepiaiil MHPeKINN, L1283 DIATONPHATHN YCIOBMY 33 CRNCKIUIWR 3 PU3HPOCTPAHCHHE Hi PEIHCTEHTHI
Gasvepnatid wasmose. Ocobeso Tpesowcr ¢ EKTHT. e TeMl GAKTEPHH — KakTO U TENHMTE TeHH Ha
PEIMCTEHTHOUT — MOUAT O3 G0 (PeSiBar MEduly ®HBOTHM. NOP2 | DKOHA CPeida. KOSTo 1yiHepTasa
raobaiHitg xapakTep s Tpotiema. Cnopent sonucouusra Eano sapase” (One Health), arusskpoonara
PEIHCTENTHOCT He MOKe Od Ohde pasresigHa Inopanc. Tei KET0 BROKYBA GIANMOBPLIRHIT MEWIY
WIPEEETO HA WHECTHIFIS. NOPETA H SRKOCHCTEMMTE, B rom cMUCKT MOHHTOPHHIET. KOHTpOAMpalETa
NIOTPEOd HA AHTHMUKPOOHN CPCACTRa # PaspuOOT BAHETO HA SITSPHATHREN HOANCGAN (KATD NPODROTHLIN,
GaKtepuodars wan HII0NPeIEPaT) CR KAXOMOBI EI8MENTH 12 OTPAHIYARAHE Ha Hipobicma. HapacTsaniig
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Opoil naydHil JaHHEH 33 OTKPHARNE HA MYITUPSIHCTEHTHI BARTCPHATHH WIOAATH B HHABOTHOBBLACTAOTL |
XPAHHTEIHATA BEPHIA NOTRLDAHILERE HEOTAOAUMOCTTA OT JArbaOUSH HICIEABLHUS B TEIN 00nacT. Temw
MPOYUBEHHA HMLT IPHKO IHAUSHHE 30 GHATHAHE Ha ODIICCTRCHOTO LIPHBE 1 32 YCTONRMBUTO DR3BHTHE HiL
AFPUPHHK CCRTOP.

Crpyrrypa n obem: Tucepraumonnug Tpya e nanncas Ha (48 cTpusiul 4 e nodpe GaduHeupan
M0 OTHOWEHKE Ha 0Dew na oraenuuTe vacrn: Crerbpwanne - 4 o1pe Manoassany chkpawenus— | cip.
¥Yron — | crp; Jhoeparypen o6yop 48 cTp.: CoBorscuu MICNSTBAHNA, BEOKMBALN UST W 33084 Ha
HICHRIRAHET O, MaTCPuani 1 MeTods - |1 orp.: Pesyirarn — 27 erp; duekyens — |3 orp.; Hasoan: Mpuwoch:
MNpenopuki & ppakTikarad; Cnucks Ha myBIUKALNTIC Bh BPLIKD ¢ JMCEPTAMOHHNE TPYA; YUaciis a
goHGepemwn 3 o Hureparypes yrasaren — 4 crp.

Tlpu HAIMCEAHC 1O W ACCPIRIOHHERE TPYD Ca 1o noasuann S80 THTEpaTYDHN HITOUHHKS, 01 KOWTO 81N ¢
Ha OnArapekd eanw, O oGuimy Gpoil watounui F77 myGamkaim (3(L52%) ca nagaienit npes nocheise
GECET FOOMHIL KOCTO ACHO NOKRIA e aBTOPBLT £ NPOCHSAN] SKTYTIHOTO ChCTORHHE H3 HOYUYHMTE
HICHSABAUIR U0 remaia Taln CTAaTHOTHRD YERIMTLIHG CHILICICICTER 33 BHCOKDTO HHBO Ha JHTEREVPHA

QUERIOMONOCT HE _:lﬂh'ﬁ'!].'ﬁ&i”ﬂ.

Jluteparypen ofis0p: CIpyKTYPHpEH @ NOCICI0BATEIN0 W CHCTEMATHYNO, KATO OONREMI
OCHOBHHTE TPYIH  aiTiMUKPODHH  CPEACTBL. NINOIIBANKM B NTHHERLACTRGTR, M MEXAHHIMWIC HAa
pesncrentHocT ua Eselrerfolia coll kv onx. TIPeIcTaBeqona ClabpHadne AeMONCTPHPa JaIR00MCHD
MOAHABAHE 1 CHEPCMUHHATE HAYUHA JRTEpaTYpa # NPAERIHO pasbupane Ha OGHOXMMENMHETE W
MOTCEYTAPHITE MENRIH IMIH, JCHalil B OCHOBATA HE (PeHOMEHE AHTHMHKPODNA PEIHCTRHTHOCT. TTLpENAT
PAIEN, NOCBETEH HA YOOTPEOATA HA RNTHMHKPOOHH CPEICTEA M PA3NPOCTPAHEHNETD HA PLIHCTEHTHOCTTA
api £ coli 0T OTHLN, NOCIHBY HCHE HAYUHE PAMKE W APIYMEHTHPE aKTYLTHOCTTA Ha MICASABAHETU,
ClensaniiTe mopayiend. ONHCBAY MEXAHHIMHTE HA SEACTANG B PEIHCTRHTHOCT. KAKTO W AeTAHINHOTO
PaIreRIaRe Ha [FIaKTaMENTe CPeict L NMHONOHMTE B TETPaUMKIHHATE, NOKa3EaT 100pa ananuTHyHa
NOCTEDOBATRIHOCT # YMEND CHCTEMATHINPMIE 18 nHpopMaunaTa. BriiousaseTo va Touka . O0o0iueHue Ha
NHTCPATYPHETE JaHHNT B NI 0 OCHTYPABA J0MMHeH MPEXa] KM CODCTBEHHTE HICIedBAHHNE.

Mavepsaiayn 0 MeToan: PayiensT e cTpysTypHo J100pe nodpeaeH. Pasaeie ¢ HR A0UHHHI TOTTOUKN,
cronahersa, mpodin wivappase. PEHOTHOHI B redeTHuHl MeToad. TloKpisa KIOHORHTE ACNEKTH -
MarepnaThT BEIKMBL KAKTY WITOMHIKA HA GpoluTe. Taka i jabopatopuuTe Metoan (PeHoTHIHK H
PCHETHUHM), KOETO © CTaunapl 3@ HEyudn iacacananud. Jlerafinminpane Ha merome — Jluek-
andiysorisaT meton, MIC w gPCR ca uaBpoenn scno, KOETO NOKAIBA, e anTOPLT iMa tolpe oGMucael
ERCOEPUMEN TAICH NABH,

2. Onenka na NOAYICHETE Pesy.arar

Llenma Ba WICAeABANETO @ HCHO M KOMKpPeTHO QOpMyaupand. 3aiaqdie W nosaiaudic ca
noruuno fpynupany. Togyuenute pesyarami ca onarneaeun ¢ 21 gurypu o 18 vabanim.
PasaeanT € JIOUMYHO CIPYKTYPHPaH, HIdepmareictd W Cnassa nociCloBaiciHocTia Ha
NMOCTABCHHTE S3184H.

3. Quenra Ha ODCLATARCTO, HAYWHHTC H HAYTHO-IPHIOAHN TIPHHOCH

B To3d paade ¢ uanpages manabosel # npodiecHeHaten BHATI H NOTYHEMUTE PesyATaTH. ABIOPLT
YMEAN ThAKYEL KAKTD CODCTBEHWTE O JARHM, 13R4 0 PEIVATATHIC. NPEICTABEHW OT apyiA
icneaosare. Havuuo oBocHosaHo ¢ JaiinieHn cOBCTBSHITE TOIMIGIH.  KOSTO NOTEBP#.IdED
JOOPETE NHTCPATYPHL DEECAOMEHOCT Ha A0KTOpaRTa, (OcHeH TOBW, B TO3H Paiicl alnQ Ce DHCprasay
ATBADOUCHITE (O3HAHIA HE deTopa R ODIACTTE, KOSTO JOMRITHUTENHO 0083 BACUETACHHEID 3
HE[OBATA KOMITETEHTHOCT ¥ NpoGecHoHannTLy, HET OCHOBY Ha NOAYYCHHTE DE3YIITRIH €A NPL/ICTAREHH
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7 wiromin. Te npeacrasst saasaboved o CHCTEMATHYEH NPCINe] HO (eHoTHOHATA W TeHOTHINET
PEIFCTENTHOCT 2 Komencaidnie Eschenehia coli (ko) Gaxrepiy. HIDINPEHY OT pas/iiyHU BHIOBE
ITTHUH, BOOOMIABRI BTHUN. DYHKA 0 OT OROIHETA CPeia (TOPORI NocT=aa ). FiSBOANTE ROKABAT Seng
Pa3rpaHNuYSHIE MEWIY PEUINMHHIE HITOMHNUN HA HINJATHTE W HG.'IHEPI'EUH:i L"-HELI:HEI}H'IHH'I";: [F].'.II:HJJH;IH
HA PEIMCTEHTHOCT 1t cabpiamMute rewd. [lpuesam @ kopestin dopsyampare 4 npuxoca (2
MOTELPAMTENHE 1 2 OpHraHAtHW), e uMaT SHauiIeleH Hayded o (pakTiued eberr, Kato
CAHOEPEMEHHO AONBABAT MPONYCKH B ADOKEIHATE HayUHE TWTERATVPA L NPeADCTABAT fasa sa Oniacim
wicaensEHng, Tlpehopbkure 38 IPAKTHKEIA CBF WAJOCTHIL nodpe apryMesTHpann 8 © BHODES
NpakTHUSCRE sHaurmocr. Te Chgasar ooHOBa 33 E{bEE\"I’HHHEI IMYIHIHEE 38 OrpadiniasaHe Ho
AH HHI!WI'.IDﬁHaIa PEIMCTCHTHOCT B NTHHCEBACTROTO M 3a HIUMANREIHE HA PUCEOBETE 33 ODLIBCTESHOTO
TP,

4. Ouenxa na ||3=ﬁ.|m:¢a|m HIC N0 AHCepTaAlHaTa

-

BuB 8PBIKA © AMCCPTALNNTA €A (QUIOTHCHN W NYOOAHMKYBaHK 3 HayyHu crarhy. JIOKTOpaHTRT €
MPEACTABHA CINCHE ¢ Ny DIHKAUMMTE €1 B CIIMCRHIR © HMIRKT DaKTOp. HMURT PAHT W TAKWBE B CHHCAHMN
unnekchpail 8 Web of Science, Or cnueska ¢ snapd, v uMa 2 cratin 8 Bulgarian Jowrnal of Vererinary
Mediviee - 1SSN: 13111477, Q3. SIR- 0185 » eane » Vetertmarifa ir cootechnika, 79 (2):50-56. [88N;
13922130, Q4. SIR - (U128, Hokroparibs ¢ yuacisan JAnaHo B iTETHEHHST Ha NOCTARENNTE HAY IH
AAAANN, IR KOSTD CBHOSTEICTBAT TPIITE I'J}'ﬁ;!ii!f&l.lhllﬂ,-ﬂ.'&”'ﬂ O KOHTO ¢ CAMOCTOATE I HR, KEKTO W ¥YHARCTHETO
My B TPH Hayuun koudepenunn. Tosa NOKEIBL. 4 IGELPWICHWTE eRCnepuMeHiy. ofpadoTars Ha
PRIV ATATHTE, q}Op'ﬂ}".'lilpﬂHI:Tﬂ HA HIBOAHTS M OnNpelg/Isieto na MPHHDCHTE i NAMHO JTERD Ha ASOKTOPIHTA.

5. Ouenka na asropedepara

Antopediepai sy ¢ HalMoaH Ha A8 CTp. 3anouEan Chy © HEFO M HAMMPAM. v TOR OTPATREA HAMLAHO i
ANEKBATHD ChIBPEAHHNETO M NOCTHACHUATH Hil THCEPTALHAT,

6. Kpuruupn Heeswnn, Ipenopern 1 BEIPOCH

Hamasm xpurivmn Beigssn M0 CBILECTBO OTHOCHO TEMATE. MeTOOWTE o pesyaTaTuTe. Boutikn
FAGRIEREN KOHTO uMax. Daxd PeUcTABCHI B NIPEIBAPH TCIHOTO MH CTAHOBHIEE [0 BRCME HA PASIAPEHIE
KATEIPEH ChECT NPU NPEIBAPHTEANOTG OOCHAIAHE HE IMCEPTAUHOHHIAT TPYI B AOKTOPAHTRETa <€ <
crlpasuia ¢ noseyeto o Ty Ilpenophkiara M ¢ 6 Oblewe 1-p Pagoctisa Huwmatposa Credanoss i
NyDUNKYBE CBOMTE payvanit paspafoTin B cioncanud © iMnaks QueTop, ThA-Karo TeMata ¢ arTylIHL |
pEIVATETINE S OH MOTAD 00 OnadT NyGUMEY BAHH B TRKNBE CRHCRHHE

7. Jaramwdenue

Jlicepraunonauar Tpya Ha Panoctina Tuvurposs Crefanosa § OUEpTana, K10 WICACIOBATEL Cbe
CAMOCTOSTENHO MUCICHE ¥ COMMAHN Ho3ManuA B odjacTia ua  Betepuuapha  MuxpoGnonorus.
JNocTofivcinata va FHCEPTALMOHEME TPYIL, MyGAHKALHOHHATA KTHBHOCT. JANTHHAT HPHHOC HE GBTOPA #
WHIBIHEHATE IWIHCKBAHNA 38 HeOONOIMMATE KOTHHECTEEII I KaYeCTHeHn KPWUTEPHH M J4B4Y |1kJIHO
QUHOBAHHE 13 1AM CRONTA MONOEITEIHE OICHKL HE NPCICTARSHUA ANCEPTAUHOHEH TRYI. | Ipeanaram Ha
VBEKAEMOTO HAYUHOTO &Y PH 28 npresan sa Pazocria Jlusurposa Credanona 00pasoBareasaTa u Hay tHi
creney JIOKTOP™ g 0838cT ua socwie obpazosadie 6. Arpapin sayku i BeTepuxapna sMennimia,
npodecnonanno zanpasaeide: 6. BeTepinapHa MeQiina, Hayumd COUBATHOCT LBErgpHHapna
MURPOSHOIOTHA™.

4. 12.2025 1. Harersun cranoBHueTo:
p. Codwn /nd. a-p I eopru Cronmenon/
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Assoe. Prof. PhD. Georgi Malinoy Stoimenov

Department _Infectious pathology and hygiene, technologs and control of food from animal origin™.
Faeuliy of Veterimary Medicine, University of Foresiry

Scientific specialty: "Epizootiology. infectious diseases und prevention of the infectious diseases of
animals”, professional fickd: 6.4, Veterinary Medicing

Regarding: PhD thesis for obtaining of PhD degree in sciemtitic specialty .. Veterinary microblalogy™,
professional field: 6.4, Veterinary Medicine

Author of the PhIY thesis: Radosting Dimitrova Stefanova

Title of the PhD thesis: .PHENOTYPIC AND GENOTYPIC STUDIES ON ANTIMICROBIAL
RESISTANCE IN E. cofif STRAINS ISOLATED FROM POULTRY AND WATERFOWL"

Scienlific consuliants: Prof. DSe Valenting Stamatova Lrumova

Grounds for presenting the opinion: member of the scientific jury lor the defense of the Phid thesis
according to Order No 408424102025 of the Rector of Trakia University

l. Information about the Phl) stadent

Radostina Dimitrova Stefanova was enrolled in the PhB programme “Velerinary Microbiology™ at the
Department of Veterinary Microbiology, Infectious and Parasitic Diseases, Fagulty of Vewrinary Medicine,
Trahia University, Stara Zagorn. She was admitted as a fulltime doctoral student by Order No,
SO02,04.20149, under the supervision of Proll DS¢ Valentina Stamatova Urumova, After the successtul
completion of all planned training aclivitivs, passing the required ¢xaminations, and submitting a dissertation
project, the doctorsl candidate was expelled with the right to defend her dissedation by Order Mo
BR2Z/31.03.2022 of the Rector of Trakia University

2. General characteristics of the presented dissertation (PhD thesis)

Relevance of the topic: Antimicrobial resistance {AMR) reprasents one of the most serious challenges
fwcing modern medicine. veterinary practice. and food safery, The increasing ability of microorganisms 1o
develop reststunce to commonly used armtimicrobial agents threatens the eifectiveness of therapy in both
humans and animals. leading 1 increased morbidity. mortality. and significant economic losses. In the
context of intensive animal huskandry, including poultsy prodiction, the freguent and often irrational use of
antimicrobial drugrs—as prophy lactic agents, growth promaters, or for ithe treatment of bactenal infections
creates favorable conditions for the selection and spread of resistant bacterial strains. Of particular concern
is the fact that these bacteria, as well as their resistance penes; can be transmitted between animals, humans,
and the environment. highlighting the global nature of the problem. According to the “One Health™ concepl.
antimicrobial resistance cannot be considered in fsolation. as it encompasses the close inlerconnechion
berween amimal health, human health, and ecosystems. I this regard, monitoring. rational and controlled usc
of antimicrobial agems. and the development and implementation of alternative approaches (such as
probiotics, bacteriophages. and phytogenic preparations) are key elements in limiting the spread of AMR.
The growing body of scientific evidence reporting the detection of multidrug-resistant bacterial isolates in
animal provluction systems and along the food chain confirms the need for in-depth and 1argeted research in
this field Such studies are of significant importance for the protection of public health and the sustainable
development of the agriculiural sector,
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Structure and volume: The disseration comprises a fotal of 148 pages and is well balanced in
rerms of the volume of s individual sections: table of contents 4 pp.; list of abbreviations - | p.:
introduction — 1 p.: literature review — 48 pp.: original research, including objectives and tasks of the study.
materials and methods - 11 pp.: results — 27 pp. discussion - 13 pp.. conclusions: contribunons:
recommendations for practice; list of publications related to the dissertation: purticipation in scientific
conlerences - 3 pp.sreferences 40 pp,

A total of 580 hteraure sources were used in the préparation of the dissertation. onfy ene of which
15 in Bulgarian. Of the total number of cited sources. 177 publications (30.52%) were published within the
last ten years. clearly demonstrating 1hat the doctoral candidate has followed the current state of scientilic
research in the field. This fact convineingly allests o the candidate’s high level of literature awdreness and
solid theoretical background,

Review of the literature: The literature review is structured in a logical and systematic manner.
covering the main groups of antimicrobial agents used in pouliry production and the mechanisms of
resistance of Fscherichia coli 1o these agems. The presented content demonstrates an in-depth knowledge of
contemporary seientific literature and 4 proper understanding of the biochemical and molecular mechanisms
underlying the phenomenon of antimicrobial resisiance. The first section, devoted to the use of antimicrobial
agents and the distribution of resistance in k. coli isolates from poultry. establishes 4 clear scientific
tramework and convineingly justifies the relevance of the study. The subscquent subsections, deseribing the
mechanisms of action and resistunce. as well as the detailed discussion of [-lactam agents. quinolones, and
tetracy clines. revesl good analvtical coherence and skillful systematization of the information. The inclusion
of u section entitied “Summary of the Literature Data™ is appropriate and provides a logical tnmsition to the
authar's own research,

Materials and methods: The sectlon is well structured and clearly organized. I is divided into
logical subsections, including farms. samples. isolanon procedures. and phenvtypic and genetic methods,
I'he section covers the key aspects of the study. as the material includes both the source of the samples and
the applied lsboratory methods (phenotypic and genetic), which is standard for scientific rescarch. The
mathods are deseribed in sufficient detail, The disk diffusion method, MIC determinution, and gPCR are
clearty listed. indicating that the author has developed a well-considered and coberent experimental design.

Evaluation of the obtained resulis

The aim of the study is clearfy and specifically formulated, The objectives and sub-ohjectives are
logically grouped. The obtained results are illustrated with 21 figures and 18 mbles. The section is logically
structured, comprehensive, and follows the sequence of the stuted objectives,

3. Fvaluation of the discussion, scientific and scientific-applied contributions

In this section, a thorough and professional analysis of the obtained results is presented. The author
skillfully interprets both her own data and the findings reparted by other researchers. Her positions are
scientifically well substantiated. which confirms the doctoral cundidate’s strong familiarity with the relevam
scientific [iterature. Moreover. this section clearly demonstrates the author’s in-depth expertise in the field.
further reinforcing the impression of her competence and professionalism. Based on the obtained results.
seven conclusions are formulated. These provide & comprehensive and systematic averview of the phenotypic
and genotypic resistamce of commensal Lscherichin coli 1solates obtained from various poudiry species,
waterfowl, turkeys, and from the environment (liter), The conclusions clearly differentiate between the
various sources of the isolates and highlight specific resistance profiles and the associated resistance genes.
The four stated contributions (two confirmatory and two ariginal) are cansidered to be correctly Tormulated.
They have substantial scientific and practical significance, as they both fill gaps in the local scientific
literature and provide a solid toundation for future rescarch. The recommendations for practice are
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comprehensive. well justified, and of high practical relevance, They establish a basis for effective policies
aimed at limiting antimicrobial resistance in poultry production and reducing risks 1o public health.

4. Evaluation of the publications assoeiated with the PhD Thesis

In connection with the dissertation, three sciemific articles have been prepared and published. The
doctoral candidate has submitted a list of publications in journals with-an impact factor, impact rank. as well
as journals indexed in Web of Science. The list shows that two articles were published in the Bulgarian
lournal of Veterinary Medicine (ISSN: 1311-1477). 03, SJR — 0.183, and one article in Veterinarija ir
eootechnika, 792k 50-56 (1S8N: 1392-2130). (4. SIR - (1128, The doctoral candidate personally
participated in the implementation of the assigned scientific tasks. as evidenced by the three publications,
one ol which is single-authored. as well as by participation in (hree scieatific conferences. This temonstrates
that the conducted experiments. data processing. formulation of conclusions, and identification of scientific
contributions are the doctoral candidate’s own work.

5. Evaluation of the abstract of the PhD thesis

lhe dissertation abstract comprises 48 pages. | am familiar with its content and find that it fully
and adequately reflects the content and achicvements of the dissertation.

6. Critical remarks, recommendations and questions

| have no substantive critical remarks regarding the lopic, the methods, or the results of the dissertation.
All comments 1 had were presented in my preliminary opinion during the extended deparmental council al
the time of the preliminary discussion of the dissertation, and the doctoral candidate has taken most of them
into account. My recommendation is that in the future Dr. Radostina Dimitrova Stefanova publish her
scientific work in journals with an impact factor. as the topic is highly refevant and the resulis have the
potential 10 be disseminated in such journals.

7. Conclusion

The dissertation of Radostina Dunitrova Stefanova presents her as u researcher with independent thinking
and solid expertise in the field of Veterinary Microbiology. The merits of the dissertation, the author’s
publication activity, her personal contributions. and the fulfillment of the required quantitative and qualitative
criteria provide me with full grounds to give a positive evaluation of the submitted dissertation. | recommend
to the esteemed scientifie jury that Radostina Dimitrova Stefunova be awarded the educational and scientific
degree of “DOCTOR™ in the field of higher education 6. Agricultural Sciences and Veterinary Medicine,
professional srea: 6.4, Veterinary Medicine, scientific specialty: ~Veterinary Microbiology ™.

19122025 1. Signature:

Soflia {Assod Prof. PhD. Cieorgi Stoimenoy/
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